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Synthesis and Applications of Polyaspartic Acid and Related Copolymers
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Aspartic acid, an a-amino acid, also known as L-aspartate, is one of the 20
proteinogenic amino acids. Aspartic acid is thought to help to promote a robust metabolism,
and is sometimes used to treat fatigue and depression. Aspartic acid plays an important role
in the citric acid cycle, or Krebs cycle, during which other amino acids and biochemicals,
such as asparagine, arginine, lysine, methionine, threonine, and isoleucine, are synthesized.
Poly(Aspartic acid) is a biodegradable, water-soluble polymer that is valuable in numerous

industrial applications such as water treatment, paper processing and paint additives.
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